Abstract
Introduction
In general literature and statistics about early migrations Albanian been limited and must be treated carefully. But some generalized conclusions can be considered valuable from a historical and geographical aspect, referring to the Albanian and foreign authors as: Nagi D 1988; Gruber, S. (2003); de Rapper, G. (2000) ; Psimmenos and Georgoulas 2001; Lianos, T. (2001) ; Labrianidis, L. and Hatziprokopiou, H. (2005) ; Zonzini, L. (2005); Carletto, G., Davis, B., Stampini, M. and Zezza, A. (2004) ; Bonifazi, C. and Sabatino, D. (2003) ; Vickers, M. and Pettifer, J. (1997); Sjöberg, Ö. (1994) ; Konica F. 1923; Orgocka 2005; Tirtja M (1999) ; Misja, V.; Bërxholi A; Barjaba K; Vullnetari J; etj. Studies are regional and they are focused on host countries such as Italy, Greece, and mainly U.S.A.
Nowadays on the different causes, processes and consequences of this phenomenon, it is a revival of studies on migration, identity, ethnicity, integration and development, environment, etc., in the context of globalization and conflict in the world. Working methods for the realization of the study are: the study of literature and theoretical studies in this field; direct observations in the field, questionnaires and interviews in the Albanian-American community; estimates of official statistics and other datas from the web-site, associations, publications etc.., graphic and cartographic methods. On this basis, comparative evaluations are done and "analogical" (with other communities in the U.S.A); analysis and geohistorical estimates.
Geo-historical Evaluations of the Albanian Immigrations in America
Years before the period 1945-50, the main countries of Albanian migrations were Latin American countries and the U.S.A as part of the European migratory flow at this time. First Albanian migrant in the U.S.A, with lost identity, and documented as such, belongs to 1876 which later migrated to Argentina. Koli Christopher (Nicholas Christopher), from Katund village of Korca, in 1886, with 16 other Albanians, were reported as the first migrants settled in the U.S.
There are some opinions than previously individuals and small ethnic groups of Albanians emigrated to the U.S.A. Those involved in large migratory groups named "Balkan", or in other ethnic groups as Turkish, Greek, Romanian, Serbian, etc.., and not Albanian, making controversial their number. Before the 1920s, immigrants dominated by group "Tosk Orthodox" from Korca and surrounding areas of southern part of the country. They accounted only 20% of the country's population. There have been several waves of mass migration which by the time, the causes and consequences can be divided into three periods:
First period. From the beginnings to 1945 developed in 2 stages:
The first stage, from early migration until 1925, was developed with the following features:
• Immigrant groups dominated by young men (100 burra/10 women) (Faik Konica, 1923) • Their number increased continuously reaching 25-30 thousand Albanians (Jane Jurgens, 1995; Faik Konica 1923) .
• motives were mostly economic and occasionally with politica and military character • Immigrants had conviction of temporary migration, temporary enough to stay as to help their families. They had the desire to return to Albania after the declaration of independence of the country's This immigration had individual character.
• Settlements were located and scattered throughout Boston. Later they were distributed in the northeastern states. Migrants lives in poor housing conditions, at the "guest house", barracks (about 10 people) and in the "coffeebar". Only from middle of 1910 began to organize into associations (according to newspapers of the time), unlike other greater communities • immigrants had no professional preparation for the new american industries and for this they were a cheap workers without many rules, (they came mainly from suburban and rural areas of Albania) • as first generation, these immigrants included mainly in the lower socio-economic category (with income under 10 thousand $ / capita / year, without social positions etc • end of the first decade of years 1900 marks the beginnings of nationalism: Albanian leaders were free from political and religious of Turkish and Greek pressure; economic life was improved, social status increased, new political factors developed in favor of small countries; albanians believed to support the U.S. in their objectives. Establishment of the Albanian Orthodox Church from Albanian Bishop Noli had a major role not only in terms of religious and social cohesion but also in the growth of national consciousness, identity and ethnicity. Thus began the social organization and was established the first Albanian colony of Masacustsit as the higher national politic institution.
• Social life at the beginning was poor and later focused on religious institutions and much later in the family. It was published the first albanian newspapers.
• After the declaration of independence, (1912) a significant number of immigrants went back to Albania (up 20 thousand) to contribute to economic and political development of the country.
• "Disappointment" with the political (wars, riots, etc. feudal power) economic and social development during the first period, the final return of immigrants brought to America at 90%.
• This was a massive return (with documents and illegally), and family level leading to the abandonment of many villages. The number of immigrants is estimated about 50 thousand.
• This massive return modified family goals, Albanian arrangements, american institutions and lifestyle. On this basis: -instead of "Hostels" and collective settlements albanians bought or rented house with a target for new life style as the american, unlike before where albanians were suspicious for everything that was American. -Church political activities lost their importance against primary of educational and cultural activity or charity activity. -during this period began an intensive process of application for citizenship by 6% (1920) to 30% (1930) and a rapid increase in demand for this purpose. -Increased economic level, the promotion of entrepreneurship and business, and general welfare --increased of level of education (college degree to 35%) and professionalism in the secondary and tertiary sectors. -over 50% of migrants were involved in middle class of American society (with over 30 thousand $ / capita / year) -began to identify new quality of the second generation of settlers (holding of two languages, american models of cultural behavior, mixed marriages to the extent of 35-50%, private businesses, ethnicity falling) -increased of social status of Albanians in social activities (youth organizations, women, business, etc.) and appeared problems of assimilation, acculturation or cultural pluralism.
Second Period 1945-1990 (communist regime) with two stages:
During this period, communist regime isolated and controlled the country. In this context controlled also migration especially immigration. From the beginning of the communist regime, had illegal immigrations for political and economic reasons and this period was characterized by Albanian-European immigrants to America (through Italy, Greece, Serbia, Turkey, etc)
During the stage, 1965-1990, the closing of churches, collectivization etc. caused Illegal immigrations as well as increased demand for family reunions (renounced Albanian citizenship around 1000 persons). Some of the features of this period are as follows:
• In numerical terms, claimed over 70 thousand Albanian immigrant, excluding Albanian territories immigrants.
• Number of immigrations in this period was small. (22 persons-1983 (22 persons- , 32-1984 (22 persons- -persons, 45 persons-1985 (22 persons- : 62 persons -1987 (22 persons- , 88 persons -1989 (22 persons- -Jurgens J-2000 , English-Americans, Washington DC). At this stage should be included also Albanian immigration outside Albanian ethnic lands.
• Reduction of immigration flows during the second period weakened the regeneration, transfusion, and reinforce the ethnic and cultural of Albanian community, losing and mixed the value of ethnic identity.
• Grew up socio-economic status where the majority of Albanians entered in the middle class over 55%.
• Albanian private businesses grew up with over 30%. The employees were mainly in the services sector, small and medium trade, construction, service industries, forestry, etc.
• Unlike north European and English immigrants who settled in small towns and in rural areas, albanians as part of the South East European migration, they settled in towns but not concentrated in the neighborhood, for more job opportunities and housing.
• During this period shaped the second and third Albanian-American emigrants generation with features defined as: less and less use of the Albanian language in the church and in the family associations; performing of mixse marriages (10% of first generation, 50% of second generation and 78% of third generation); increase the level of education (10% of first generation, 75% of second generation and 35% of third generation); decline of religious practice and ethnic activities; pattern of American life style without ethnic preferences.
• While the second generation appear ambiguous (mixed) by ethnicity. Third generation display with more highlighted elements to assimilation and cultural pluralism.
• Albanian immigrants in America as a small and distributed ethnic group without concentrations (neighborhood centers, etc.) can be characterized in terms of assimilation as "cultural pluralism" group, where ethnic groups retain some aspects of their culture but also actively participate or have a dominant role in the culture and not in the acculturation (this happens more in large groups imposing their own culture to the smallest groups). (Dennis N. Nagy, 1989).
The third period after 1990
Restoring of historical ties, 50 years of isolation, chaotic situation of political and economic developments at the beginning of the 90s, realization of the "American dream", as country of economic prosperity, freedom and development opportunities, were some of the main reasons (push-factor) of Albanian emigration to the U.S.A Some of immigration routes were through embassies, through status of political refugee; various visa programs; illegal ways; asylum requests (over 500 requests / year; in this way have also benefited 65 diplomats from 2001 to 2005); family reunions, other cooperation programs of exchange.
In this period can be distinguished several stages migratory flows that reflect the economic situation and democratization and integration processes.
• Period of years 1990 -1992, was recognized as the period of wave of mass immigration where about 300 000 people migrated through embassies and mostly in illegal ways to neighboring and Europe countries.
• Period of years 1992-1996 recognized as a period of economic stabilization efforts and the growth of border controls, where emigration took place with lower rates.
• the period of years 1996-1997, known as the period of the collapse of the pyramid schemes where Albanians lost their savings, followed by a political and economic chaos that led to the emigration of over 100 000 • references and studies of different authors (Barjaba 2005; Orgocka 2005; Vullnetari 2008; King 2008; Jurgens 2000; Lehman 2000; Tirtja 1999; Nagi 1988; Trix 2001 etj.) and other sources, mostly informal, newspapers, website.
• In these statistics are not including illegal immigrants, students and individuals in various study programs, persons with temporary visas who have "Social Security Number". Albanian community.
• Large groups have "pressed" small groups but they it happened less in America. Policies "Melting Pot" as the merger integration into American style with processes of acculturation, cultural pluralism, assimilation is a process integration and Albanians even a little more for economic reasons and better lifestyle.
• Albanian ethnicity is developed in traditional areas with a large number of immigrants mainly the last decade.
Recommendations
There are few studies on Albanian immigration and on Albanian immigration in U.S.A. Therefore the geographic focus of the research is important in these directions:
• What are the most appropriate models of conservation, development and integration of the Albanian-American community? What are the most appropriate theoretical models of their development and their integration? • What are the relationships between generations, social classes, ethnicity link • Who should support ethnicity? Institutions, organizations or religion?
• Measurement and evaluation of ethnicity, its trends • What are the effects of mixed marriages, the size of ethnic groups.
• Which are the ethnicity trends between generations?
• Do Albanians live assimilation, acculturation or cultural pluralism. Which is more appropriate?
• What effects does globalization and new technologies on ethnicity?
• Studies need to be periodically updated with issues which are very dynamic
